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mostly drawn from real life, although the e Vice * of the Morality
play was still retained.
The Reformation hastened the change from the Morality play
to the modern drama. The Interludes and Moralities were used
to support either the Catholic or the Protestant side; and the
plays were full of sneer, jest, and satire, which the opposing
sides hurled fiercely at each other.
According to most authorities, the first stage of the regular
drama begins with the first English comedy, JRalph Roister
Doister. This play was written by Nicholas Udall, master of
Eton, and although performed before 1551, it was not published
till 1566. The plot is woven round the adventures of a foolish
town fop, and the manners represented are those of the middle
class of the period. The picture given in this play of London
citizen life in the sixteenth century is extremely interesting and
instructive. The earliest known English tragedy is Gosboduc,
or Ferrex and Porrex. It was written by SackviHe and Norton
and was first represented in 1562. The plot was taken from an
ancient British legend like Xing Lear, but the piece was too
heavy and solemn for the taste of the audience. In 1564,
Richard Edwards combined tragedy and comedy in Damon and
Pythias. The plot was taken from classical mythology. In all
probability it was this play that was performed before the QueeE
at Whitehall during the Christmas festivities, 1564-65. This
play was well received by the public.
The success of these plays quickly led to the production of a
large number of dramas. They were, for the most part, written
by men who were well acquainted with the classical drama, and
who chose not only the romances of Italy and Spain for their
plots, but also narratives from the Chronicle Histories of
England. Among the dramatists who immediately preceded
Shakespeare and who wrote during what has been termed the
Second Stage of the drama, the most noted were Marlowe, Peele,
Greene, Nash, and Lodge. They had all received a University
education, and were all writing for the London stage between
the years 1585 and 1593.
Christopher Marlowe was born at Canterbury in 1564. He
received his education at the King's School of his native city
and at Corpus Christi College, Cambridge. Till 1587 the plays
for the public had been written in prose and rime, but in this
year Marlowe produced his play of Tamberlaine the Great in
blank verse. In his Life and Death of Dr. Faustus, The Jew of
Malta, and Edward II., Marlowe developed blank verse and
caused its general adoption by writers of dramatic poetry. In
this manner, Marlowe may be said in some degree to have
prepared the way for the mighty creations of Shakespeare.
C& the rest of the dramatists mentioned above, Robert Greene
generally ranks next below Marlowe. He was born at Norwich